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. . . BY EON EIMSTOSS • • 

. . Times $? 3 ;f Writer 

The Los Angeles County Grand Jury Tuesday severely, criticised the 
county clerk’s, on’ice in its handling of evidence in the assassination of Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy, in a scathing, five-page letter sect to the Board of 
Supervisors, the jury raid, in part: 
the Los Angeles County Grand 
Jury finds the existence of probable 
misfeasance . . . with respect to the 
management and operation of .Die 
L os Angeles county clerk’s office." 

(Misfeasance is the performance of 

jr J*n ''/hj 1 ~ r.v iv,i_ 

proper manner or wrong or impro- 
per conduct in public office — acts of 
omission or remission rather than 
deliberate wrongdoing.) 

J.f; was the jury's finding, after a 
five-day hearing into allegations of 
possible evidence tampering in the 
Kennedy case, "that such manage- 
ment, if allowed to continue, can 
only weaken the integrity and struc- 
ture of county government ..." 

Clerk's Aide ALu Mamed 

The letter was signed by jury 
foreman Leo lOpstein and foreman 
pro torn Christian Y/. Pianjs and 
•vas highlv critical of Counts* Clerk 
William Sharp and Peter J.'Tahna- 
rhoff, shirt of Sharp’s criminal dirt- 

i'i’O'.K 

The vnsttir was iakcti to the grand 
jury, according to Dop. Dial. Aliy. 

Richard V 7 . Hseht, because the 
que'-don of evidence tampering 
arose during hi Ir-quCy into alleged 
irregularities in the original haiiis- 
tvs investigeiion ir.r.t Ld lo the con • 

trine had 


ContinueAfrojn First Tage 
■ Although the grand jury 
expects to take no crimin- 
al action in the case, the in- 
vestigation into the miss- 
ing notebook and pages 
from the two others is con- 
tinuing, according to 
1 1 edit. 

At the same time, the 


•lu.'ors tour; 
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jurors revealed that offi- 
cial records in the Jack 



Kirsclike murder case also 


? 

are "incomplete, i n a d e- 



’ quate, confusing and, in 


/;5 

1 some instances, simply 
missing." 
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I Kirschke is the former 

, county prosecutor convict- 


\ a 


i - 

e.d of murdering his wife 

h : ‘- 

: : 'j 

and her paramour. 


,'l 

• It also has been lea rned. 
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• but not. reported by the 

}. 


[ grand jury, that possible 


■,'i 

key evidence in several 



j other criminal cases may 
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; also be missing. 


■ y 

Specific dpi ails on what 



records nr other evidence 


3 

; are missing in the 


\ 

Kirschke and other cases 



were not available. 
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Some Reservations 
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In addition to the Sirhaa 
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case — and the allegations 

handling of slaying evidenc 
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• of irregularities in tne oat- 

boih uiod an couit ovideiice ir 
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listics investigation — the 
grand jury said that cl- 
eanse exhibits in thii care 

ca *e-- o on:.* reni-y were \ 
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of the clerk’s ot flee wore 

in iiiO cj-C.Okiy Gj the clodo.? o 
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"handled., examined son 

Htchr, rovcaied that -Coo p-.no 
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photographed by unau- 

rni.;dnp iron? one copy end hb 

from 

thorized persons and mis- 

anoilwi.^ . 
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handled by county clorV; 
exhibit personnel’’ it died 

rioo.-Oook is said to he r. - 

v If-; 

£on*iG ro.-'ervLft ions fK-oui. 


oned 

the present, "inirgriiy" of 


-'O 

that evidence. 

.ti-ictrUonov p v .{ **- 


atoii fully with the urand 

None of me origin ' 

-n or 

jury ami that be h >*l 

Ticw^c Torn m Trye r •. ( 


promised the panel he 
would lake rny riise'ipMna- 



lie said. however, that . 
hi-; on'ii irw.xnigntion of 
live in a 1. 1 c; r determined 
lhaf none of the evidence 
in the Sirhnn case was 
mishandled in his office. , 

Taimachoff said he be- 
lieved thru, any comment • 
o;i Ihe grand jury's action 
should come from Sharp. 

He said, however, that. 
Ids own investigation of 
the matter determined- 
that, none of the evidence 
'in the Si than case was 
mishandled, in- his office. 

Taimachoff said he be- 
lieved that any comment 
on the grand jury's action 
should come from Sharp. , 

Beelines. Comment 

Eater Tuesday, Sharp 
declined any further com- 
ment until he could make 
a - complete study of the 
grand jury's report. 

Meanwhile, the Board of 
Supervisors ordered an in- 
vestigation by a special 
Task force to be headed by 
Arthur G. Will, the coun- 
ty's chief administrative 
officer.. 

‘ Board Chairman Warren 
M. Dorn announced the 
| appointment of Will and 
I ordered ihe investigation 
after a telephone confer- 
ence with a majority of 
board members. 

He said Will's task force 
was directed to "investi- 
gate the organizational 
structure, safeguards, 
m a n a gement practices, 
competency and adequacy 
of the. upper and middip 
management personnel of 
the county dork’s office, 
-’ giving particular ai lention 
; to the criminal division fof 
i the clerk's office). 


niony heard by th« grand 
jury in the case public. f . 

Hayden directed that a 
transcript be prepared and 
that copies be made avail- 
able loThe Board of Super- 
visors, district attorney's 
and clerk's offices and ths 
U.S. Department of Jus- 
tice. 

Epstein said the grand 
jury' believes the testimo- 
ny taken in the case is of 
sufficient, importance that 
to keep it sealed would rest 
be in the public interest. 

The court orders alle- 
gedly' v i o 1 a t e d by' the 
clerk's office were issued 
on June 7, J DoS — two days 
after Kennedy was shot -at 
the Ambassador — and mi 
May' 20, 1920, by Superior 
Judges Arthur E. Alarcon 
and Herbert A'. Walker, 
who has retired. 

Taimachoff is said to 
have been present., at con- 
ferences during which 'the 
orders were explained end 
discussed. 

Some of ihe court order?, 
according to the gran'-' 
jury, were not observed 
and others were ignored 
or diregqrdcrt. Jurors said 
this included much of the . 
k e y ballistics evidence 
now being questioned. 

Sharp is. reported to 
have testified before the 
grand jury' that he was not 
aware of Walker's order ' 
until June of this year. 

Commenting on this, 
jurors said Sharp failed to 
maintain effective commu- 
nication between himself 
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'Warnings Unheeded 

Thr. grand jury also not- 
ed. that ' Sharp failed, to 
heed the warnings and 
recommendations of the 

• jJflS panel. 

The- present jury said 
that crowded conditions 
■within the. clerk's office 
"cannot he an. excuse for 
mismanagement." 

The 1968 panel suggext- 
. ed ihat "accelerated atten- 
tion'' be given to the prob- 
lems of inadequate >.aeili- 

■ ties and said controls over 
the handling and transfers 
of 'exhibits need tighten- 
in'-;'. 1 

In its letter to the super- 
visors, the grand juty 
asked that attention be 
given io other divisions of 
i lie. clerk's office because 
of "the performance of up- 
per management" in the 
criminal division's ban- 
dihw of tbs Sirhan matter. 
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ble time to make certain 
the essential services are 

0 c i n p; provkied to i n o 
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